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What drew you to the internship? 

Well, I was drawn to learn more about the other side of the 

camera. You donôt really think about what really goes 

into producing a show. When you know all the posi-

tions and can have a respect for each one, It makes you 

a better producer. The hardest part is putting it all to-

gether. 

 

What did you expect to get out of the internship? 

I expect to get a better understanding of technology. I want 

to learn everything. Itôs very sophisticated equipment. 

It goes back to what I was saying having an under-

standing helps you be a better produceréthatôs what 

you get out of it. 

 

What is your favorite part so far? What do you look forward to? 

My favorite part is shooting, everything about it. There is a 

buzz, and an air of excitement that happens right before 

the Director says ACTION! It is exciting when you are 

in action and you go live behind the camera. 

 

I hear you like historyé.What got you into it? 

Well, I do like history! I grew up in an old house and I 

wanted to research it and the see the history of it. Soon 

others started calling me asking me to research their old 

homes. I became a tour guide for the historical district 

in Trumbull and it went from there. 

Can we expect to see some of your shows on the channel soon? 

Yes!  I have already worked with a few producers on their 

work and I have a show I am working on right now. It 

will be history based so I will have a lot of historians 

and knowledgeable people regarding local history. 

 

Tom finished our interview with some insightful comments regarding his 

time here in the internship thus far. ñWhen you are sitting in the chair in 

front of the cameras you donôt know what goes into it, but when you are 

behind the scenes it gives you a perspectiveéyou see TV for what it is 

and you start to see all the things they and you can do to improve. I love 

coming up there and I want to spend more time in the internship.ò 

 

Thanks Tom! Your enthusiasm is infectious and we look forward to your 

program on local history becoming a regular series here on CTV-21. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

It has been a while since we here at CTV-21 have in-

cluded an Intern spotlight in an edition of Take-1. Sure, 

there were plenty of great Interns to spotlight, well, 

maybe that was the problem. We couldnôt decide.  

Needless to say, the spotlight is back and I was happy 

to sit down with current intern Tom Pieragostini and 

learn more about him and his Intern experience here at 

CTV-21.  Tom came to the Internship from Trumbull 

and was already familiar with the studio from assisting 

another Trumbull producer with her program about 



   Rory OôNeil: Our new Public Access Production Coordinator 

Hello everyone, Wow! Iôm so 

excited to be writing my first newslet-

ter article for CommuniTyVision 21. 

Let me first start off by introducing 

myself.  My Name is Rory OôNeil, and 

I am the new community access coor-

dinator here at CTV-21.  I started here 

about three weeks ago and already I 

feel at home. My co-workers; Greg, 

Mark and Megan have all been very 

helpful in bringing me up to speed and 

showing me the ropes here in the of-

fice and in the studio. 

Continued page 6 . . .  
 

      Rory  

           OõNeil 

I wanted to take a little time and talk about the past year. Truck shoots unlike any other type of 

video production at CommunityVision 21 are very much affected by weather ï and what a 

weather season we have had!  In this past summer of 2010 we made truck shoots in the hottest 

summer on record and in this 

winter of 2011 we saw the most 

snow in the state in recorded his-

tory. That very fact contributed 

to us not being able to set up a 

single truck shoot in January and 

February. However, as of this 

writing we have already sched-

uled a truck shoot within the sec-

ond week of March and it will be 

varsity basketball at a gymna-

sium in one of the fourteen 

towns in the franchise area. 

       Truck Shoots-2011-Bring It On!             by Mark Ingram  
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       What Is Community Access?  By Greg Van Antwerp  

Also know as Local, or Public Access, is the opportunity for people who live within the Charter 
service area to produce or provide programming to a designated channel (21).  Community 
Access is based on the spirit of FCC  legislation which required CATV (Community Antenna 
Television Companies) to provide a channel(s) to the communities they serve in exchange for 
the companyôs use of public right-of-way (simply -  the stringing of cable wires and equipment 
from pole to pole). State legislation spelled out how community access should be provided.  
Although these requirements have expanded and changed over the years the spirit of intention 
is still clear: ñEnhance a sense of community, promote a diversity of viewpoints, as an alternate 
to commercial television.ò   Community Access is also referred to as ñFree Speech TV,ò the 
channel is a public space and here for anyone to exercise their constitutional rights without 
censorship or fear of reproach.  Charter manages this channel, but does not censor the con-
tent, other than programming which is commercial, or breaks local or federal laws. We guide 
users through the process so they understand their rights as well as their responsibilities.  
 
 
Why is Community Access important?   
 
It should be easy to answer this question with a question, and say, ñWhy is liberty, peopleôs 
rights, or the Constitution important?ò   Community access is important because it provides a 
welcome unbiased opportunity to any individual based on their desire (regardless of skill level 
or financial ability) to share an opinion, event, message, accomplishment, performance to a 
local audience. For the person that feels as though they are alone in their ability to right a 
wrong, extol a benefit, or just share something they feel is important ï We are here to train and 
guide them through the process with patience, so they can have their voice.   
 
Why should we keep it? 
 
You donôt have to ñkeepò Community Access.  Legislation was put in place to preserve its exis-
tence. So, even though one may find no use for it today, when that time comes, it will be there 
for them.  A good comparison might be the library. With the electroni-fication of the printed 
word, libraries seem redundant, until you talk with someone that has no internet, no e-reader, 
and no place to meet and discuss books, and suddenly libraries are a necessary and essential 
part of the community.  

Continued next page . . .          



       What Is Community Access?  Continued . . .  

What does it cost? 
The financial structure of Community Access is based on an amount each cable com-
pany is required to spend per subscriber. This cost is passed thru to customers and is 
indicated on their bills.  It is not an optional payment and is not related in anyway to a 
customerôs use of their access facility. Charter Community Access is free to any resi-
dent in the community. There are no hidden fees, no monetary penalties and we often 
provide the media required to record programming at no charge.  The money collected 
from subscribers covers the cost of salary, facility maintenance and operation, equip-
ment repairs and upgrades, promotion and marketing. 
 
How does CTV-21 benefit my community? 
 
Community Access can be a catalyst for change, or a pedestal to uplift some aspect of 
the local community. There are many examples of the community benefitting from CTV
-21:  There was the local police department that exposed and changed their police 
commission from poor attendance and policies. The Fresh Air Fund brings kids from 
the inner city and they spend the day learning about the possibility of video production. 
There are hundreds of scouts who have toured our facilities over the years.  The nu-
merous high school sports, graduations, and events weôve covered. 12 years of provid-
ing a comprehensive Internship training program ï some graduates have gone on to 
work in the industry. Local college and High school students have gained experience 
and resume tape content. A multitude of non profit groups who have shared their infor-
mation to educate community members. Local leaders have shared whatôs important, 
and whatôs going on.  There are hundreds of issues and events both local and national 
that typically do not get the same attention from the mainstream media as they do on 
CTV-21.   
 
Will GoogleTV, Apple TV, etc. replace cable TV & community access? 
 
It is important to preserve as many opportunities in a local community where anyone is 
welcome to learn to produce, and put that skill to action. YouTube will never be the 
same as Community Access and the reverse is also true. We can expect to see many 
new TV distribution technologies in the coming years. As processor speeds increase 
and storage becomes smaller and cheaper, there is really no limit to what we might 
see in 5 or 10 years. However, these technologies are untested and so far have been 
found to have some limitations. The internet TV boxes whose sole feature is to provide 
TV service can do so through a good internet connection. They do not work well when 
more than one TV in the same house is using the service. As for price, the cost struc-
ture for stand alone Internet TV boxes may seem more economical, but their choices 
are limited and understanding the terms of service for each before you buy is advis-
able.  

CommunityVision 21 is your local channel         



       Truck Shoots continued . . .              by Mark Ingram 

For those of you who donôt know the Charter Communications franchise area in western Connecticut is made 

up of fourteen towns. These towns are Trumbull, Newtown, Monroe, Brookfield, New Fairfield, Sherman, 

Southbury, Roxbury, Woodbury, Bridgewater, New Milford, Washington, Bethlehem and Kent. There are 

times when some one from one of these fourteen towns will request us to make an event of theirs a truck shoot. 

At other times we search our franchise area for the right event.  Many times it is a pleasant mixture of both 

situations. I must say that it is quite fun to look a few months ahead an be not just happy about doing a particu-

lar truck shoot, but excited about how truck shoots form way before we pack up the cameras, roll out the ca-

bles or drive up to an event.  Iôm excited about how it actually starts, when a phone rings, where I click on the 

internet, when some one walks through the front door of CommunityVision 21 and says, ñHey guys, is this 

something you could do?ò 

 

Each truck shoot presents its own challenges.  We have about 75 successful shoots we have accomplished over 

the years, but even when all systems are go, we sometimes donôt know if it will be a good show. With so much 

experience, we should know which ones will make a good show. When you factor in the human, technical, 

meteorological, and logistical issues that must all align for a truck shoot to end up as a program, no shoot can 

be guaranteed 100%. Having said that, until the event at hand has begun and our tape inside the truck is rolling 

and our hard drive inside the truck is recording, can we say, ñThis thing just might happen!ò  

Truck Shoots continued next page  . . .  



 

  Contact   us   to   be   placed   on   our   mailing   list. 

Phone: 203 304-4050 

Fax: 203 304-8708 

E-mail: CTV21@chartercom.com 

11 Commerce Rd. 

Newtown CT. 

     Rory OôNeil continued . . .  

So, with the snow almost gone, all four of us here at CTV-21 are ready for what 2011 may 

bring. All 11,000 pounds of our mobile production truck are ready for what 2011 may 

bring. Our current set of interns is more than ready for what 2011 may bring in truck 

shoots. I am ready for where ever a click of the mouse may take me or when the phone 

might ring or whom ever may walk through our front door and say to us, 

ñWould this be a good truck shoot?ò 

BRING IT! 

WEôRE READY! 

     Truck Shoots continued . . .  

Where did I come from? You might ask. Well, I grew up in Waterbury, CT.  A few years ago I moved 

to Woodbury, CT. I attended Holy Cross High School, and then I graduated from Naugatuck Valley Commu-

nity College with an associateôs degree in digital art. There is where I first developed my passion for video 

production and graphic design. Last spring I received a Bachelor degree in Communication from Southern 

Connecticut State University with an emphasis on film and television production. 

My favorite thing about video production is that video is an art form. Video allows me to express myself visu-

ally with the help of pictures, motion and music in a way that words alone could never allow me to do. That is 

the reason I am so excited to be here at CTV-21. Iôll be creating promotional videos, designing the messages 

on the Community Bulletin Board and producing multi camera studio shoots. But, the most important thing I 

will do here at CommuniTyVision 21 is train and help interns and community members become access pro-

ducers!  I look forward to the future here at Charter CommuniTyVision 21, and the opportunity to get to know 

all of you.  


